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Volunteer 
National Mathematics Summer Schools  
Volunteer role description 
March 2019 

Aims and objectives 

The UKMT’s aim is to advance the education of young people in mathematics.  

The National Mathematics Summer Schools aim to do this by promoting mathematical thinking and 
providing opportunities for participants to meet other students and adults who enjoy mathematics. These 
events can be life-changing and inspirational for young people. The Summer School Volunteers will work 
with the Summer School Director to deliver a week of engaging mathematical activities.   

Safeguarding and children’s welfare is of paramount importance to us. 

Description of tasks 

Design a workshop or an activity for the summer school in communication with the Summer School Director 
or an experienced summer school volunteer and deliver the session at the summer school. 

Essential qualities, skills and experiences 

• Enjoyment of mathematics and enthusiasm about solving mathematical problems 
• Strong leadership and communication skills 
• Ability to lead a maths workshop or an activity 
• Ability to quickly and reliably respond to emails 
• Ability to work remotely as an individual and as a part of the team  
• Positive, flexible approach 
• A full understanding of our Safeguarding Policy and Health and Safety Policy (available at 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/about-us/policies/) 
• Evidence of a commitment to UKMT aims and the aims of the National Mathematics Summer Schools  
• Willingness to undergo an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check 

Desirable qualities, skills and experiences 

• Experience of attending a previous National Mathematics Summer School 
• Experience of working as a member of a small team 
• Ability to design a maths workshop or an activity 
• Ability to commit to up to 6 days at a summer school event  
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Location of work and time commitment 

Each Summer School takes place over six consecutive days (and five nights) in July or August and is attended 
by 48 students and 8 senior students who have previously attended a Summer School. The summer school 
volunteers will discuss their availability with the director and might attend all of it or only a part, depending 
on their availability and the Director’s needs.  

Prior to the Summer School, from March onwards, the volunteer will liaise with the Enrichment Coordinator 
(a member of UKMT staff) and the Summer School Director, mainly via email, to discuss their involvement 
with the summer school. If the volunteer is new to leading and designing maths workshops, they can 
collaborate on a workshop with an experienced volunteer. 

Summer Schools currently take place at a boarding school in West Yorkshire, which is located close to major 
rail and road links.   

Benefits 

This role is voluntary (unpaid) but room and board are provided for the duration of the Summer School. 
Reasonable travel expenses will be reimbursed. 

If the volunteer is an active teacher and the Summer School takes place during term time, we can pay for 
teacher cover to enable participation. 

Volunteers will be able to develop and enhance their skills of working with and supporting young people, as 
well as their communication skills. There will be the opportunity to attend mathematical enrichment 
sessions, and discuss mathematics with engaged young people and adults with a variety of backgrounds and 
experiences.  

Supervision and review 

The summer school volunteers are appointed by the Summer School Director and report to the Enrichment 
Coordinator. During the Summer School, they report to the Summer School Director.  

Feedback from attendees and the Summer School Director will be gathered after the Summer School has 
ended. This will be passed on to the relevant volunteers. 

Application procedure 

Informal enquiries may be sent to Shona Raffle-Edwards (s.raffle-edwards@ukmt.org.uk), the Enrichment 
Coordinator. 

Please send a supporting statement of no more than 300 words by email to Anja Komatar 
(volunteering@ukmt.org.uk), the Volunteering Manager. This statement should explain your motivation for 
applying for this role and how you meet each of the essential qualities, skills and experiences. All 
applications will be acknowledged. 

You may be asked to have a follow-up conversation with a member of staff or the Summer School Director 
before an appointment is made. 

A decision about who to appoint will be made by the Summer School Director. The outcome will be 
communicated to those concerned by Shona Raffle-Edwards or the Summer School Director themselves. 
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