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The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge is a multiple-choice competition organised by the United Kingdom 
Mathematics Trust and aimed at students across the UK. It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of 
thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.

The problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. Most are 
accessible, yet still challenge those with more experience; they are also meant to be memorable and enjoyable.

Mathematics controls more aspects of the modern world than most people realise. The scientific and industrial 
revolutions flowed from the realisation that mathematics was both the language of nature and also a way of 
analysing – and hence controlling – our environment. In the last century, old and new applications of mathematical 
ideas have transformed the way we live.

All these developments depend on mathematical thinking – a mode of thought whose essential style is far more 
permanent than the wave of technological change which it has made possible. The problems on the Intermediate 
Mathematical Challenge reflect this style, which pervades all mathematics, by encouraging students to think clearly 
about challenging problems.

To recognise the highest performers in the competition, the top-scoring 40% of participants are awarded Bronze, 
Silver and Gold certificates in the ratio 3:2:1.

The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales (no. 1059125) with the aim of 
advancing the education of young people in mathematics. We have a small staff based in Leeds and a large, diverse 
network of volunteers, mostly school teachers, university students and academics, across the UK. 

The UKMT's work is generously supported by XTX Markets. XTX Markets is a leading algorithmic trading firm 
partnering with clients and trading venues globally to deliver liquidity in the Equity, Foreign Exchange, Fixed Income 
and Commodity markets. Our mission is to be the leading financial technology firm for fair and efficient markets. 

If you are interested in using your mathematical skills to volunteer with the UKMT then you can find out about 
current volunteering opportunities on our website at www.ukmt.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-with-us
Donations to support our work are always gratefully received. If you wish to donate then please visit 
www.ukmt.org.uk/get-involved/support-us-financially/make-donation




